Dr. Paul Polak

Founder

International Development Enterprises

Biography

After practicing psychiatry for 23 years, Dr. Paul Polak founded International Development Enterprises (IDE), an international nonprofit poverty alleviation organization. Since 1981, IDE has pioneered the development and marketing of affordable income enhancing technologies within developing countries. Its programs have helped more than 17 million participants in IDE programs increase their net annual income by more than $300 million annually. 

In 2004, The Tech Museum of Innovation named IDE a Laureate for its development of "Easy-Drip," an affordable micro-irrigation system. Polak received Ernst & Young's "2004 Entrepreneur of the Year" award in the social responsibility category. In 2003, Polak was named one of Scientific American's “Top 50 Innovators” for his work pioneering technology enabled,  market-based poverty alleviation worldwide. Dr. Polak received his MD from the University of Western Ontario.
Paul Polak, described by The New York Times as the guru of the rapidly growing movement to focus design on the practical needs of the silent majority of the world’s customers, will describe the essential elements of the revolutionary design process based on the ruthless pursuit of affordability now being used by universities like Stanford, MIT and Cal Tech to teach engineering students how to make a difference by creating affordable income generating tools for the world’s poor customers. Polak was responsible for inspiring and naming Smithsonsian’s Cooper Hewitt design museum’s exhibit “Design for the Other Ninety Percent”, which is having a profound impact on the design field. Paradoxically, design for the bottom of the pyramid is likely to make a profoundly positive contribution to improving the design of products for used by the world’s more affluent customers. 

Polak’s work has been the subject of articles in Forbes, National Geographic, Scientific American, and The New York Times, has authored more than 70 scientific papers, and his book, Out of Poverty: What Works When Traditional Approaches Fail, will appear in February, 2008.

